
THE 
DENVER MUNICIPAL BAND

Building  community through music in the Denver area  for 160+ years



Since 1861, the Denver 
Municipal Band has 
performed in the Denver 
area. The Band, as it's 
known, was formed to 
tame an old mining 
town, encouraging 
people to stay, have 
families, and share in an 
emerging culture. 

Today, it's still 
providing free concerts 
around the Denver area. 
We're playing at a park 
near you, from Parker to 
Westminster.

Mission
We build community 
through music.

Vision
We ...

Entertain  the Denver 
area residents and 
tourists by providing free 
professional concerts in 
parks near them.

Unite diverse audiences 
by varying where and 
what we play, 
encouraging residents to 
come together.

Educate young musicians 
with music coaching  and 
instruction.

Inspire Denver residents 
to appreciate music, our 
beautiful parks, and each 
other.

Impact
In 2019, we ...

Performed concerts for 
more than 24,000 
Denver-area residents, 
free.

Played 31+ venues around 
the Denver area.

Provided music 
instruction and 
performance coaching to 
2,000+ students.

Brought more than 40 
Denver area 
neighborhoods together.

In 2020, despite 
COVID-19, we reached  
more than 10,000 Denver 
residents through our 
school-oriented content 
and videos about the 
Band and Denver.

More Than 1
We have several bands in 
the Denver Municipal 
Band: the 40-piece 
Concert Band, the 
20-piece Jazz Band, and 
combinations drawn from 
those bands, including 
trios, quartets, and 
quintets. We play show 
tunes, Sousa favorites, Big 
Band, and Paul Simon 
melodies. We're  
professional musicians 
from accomplished 
organizations in Colorado. 
And we're conducted by 
Dr. Joseph Martin.

In Your Parks 
We play all summer at 
parks across the Denver 
area. Our connections 
with Parks and Recreation 
and the parks they 
provide inspire us.  



Youth
Working with school teachers, we provide music 
instruction and coaching to children throughout 
the Denver area. 

We also play alongside young musicians, such as 
the Colorado Honor Band.  

During COVID-19, we've provided online instruction 
as well as played to congratulate the class of 2020. 

For 2021, we're expanding our impact to provide 
musical instruments to disadvantaged youth 
(including incarcerated youth).  

For anyone who's known the Band, the name 
Endsley will stand out. Shane Endsley, an 
accomplished jazz musician is the Band's 
Education Director.

See our educational content on YouTube and our 
website.
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https://denvermunicipalband.org/education/


"

Yesterday and Today
History and legacy are important to the Denver 
Municipal Band. (That's what happens after 160-plus 
years of performing!) We've played for various 
dedications (such as Red Rocks Amphitheater), the 
1904 St. Louis World's Fair and the Allied Forces 
during WWII. 

We've been there for University of Denver's 150th 
anniversary and played Five Points' Jazz Festival. 

We've performed with Dave Brubeck and Eartha Kitt, 
too. 

The Band has been around for many civic events as 
well, including mayoral addresses and to play for 
President Barack Obama at the 2008 Democratic 
National Convention (before he was elected). 

But we're not just connected to yesteryear; we're still 
relevant today. We've played the Taste of Ethiopia, 
the Westminster Latino Festival, and to honor our 
Japanese sister city (Takayama). 

We also play at a number of major openings: the 
Pepsi Center, Levitt Pavilion, 
Coors Field, and for the 
Downtown Denver Public 
Library's renovation and 
opening.

After 160 years, our concerts are 
still free. And we still play for the 
citizens of Denver (not just 
dignitaries, even if our programs 
make you feel like dignitaries).  

  



- We're nomads, putting up tents to play 
and breaking them down after 
performances so we can move from park 
to park, easily.

- Our annual budget is $150,000 to play at 
parks around the Denver area and pay 
musicians. The organization has low 
administrative costs.

- The majority (about 90%) of our funding 
comes from grants, SCFD, and the city of 
Denver. Roughly 10% of our funding 
comes from private donations.

- Our leadership includes Dr. Joseph 
Martin, Executive Director and Conductor, 
Shane Endsley, Educational Director, and 
Daniel Leavitt, Band Manager.

- Get more information, join us, and donate
- Email us.
- See and hear our videos on 

YouTube.
- Visit our website.
- Sign up for our newsletter.
- Donate.

Fast  Facts

- The Band began in 1861 as the Denver 
City Band, started by Alex Sutherland, 
bugler at the "Charge of the Light 
Brigade."

- In 1891, we became the Denver 
Municipal Band.

- Various bands make up the Denver 
Municipal Band: our 40-piece Concert 
Band, 20-piece Jazz Band, and a 
combination of smaller groups (such as 
trios, quartets, and quintets). We play 
large arenas or small venues. 

- We play a variety of music: orchestral 
pieces, show tunes, Big Band, and 
modern music.

- Our musicians are professionals from 
organizations such as the  Colorado 
Symphony and Central City Opera.

- We play venues across the Denver area 
from Parker to Westminster. 
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Denver Municipal Band
dmb@denvermunicipalband.org

denvermunicipalband.org

Visit Website
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